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Therefore, in 1998, the ECHR control mechanism was signifi cantly reformed by Protocol No. 11 to the Convention: a single full-time Court of Human Rights was established and a right to individual petition for direct recourse to the ECtHR introduced. Further amendments to the system were * Dr. Dr. Christoph Grabenwarter is Professor of Law at the Vienna University of Economics and Business, judge at the Austrian Constitutional Court, and the Austrian member in the Venice Commission on 'Democracy through Law'.
introduced by Protocol No. 14 in 2010 in respect of the organisation of and the procedure before the Convention's institutions.
However, while inter-state applications have been rare, the number of individual applications continued to increase and led -again -to a caseoverload before the Court. While the 'old' non-permanent Court delivered fewer than 1,000 judgments in 38 years from 1959 to 1998, the number of judgments delivered by the 'new' Court since 1998 exceeds 12,500.
2 In 2010, 61,300 applications were allocated to a judicial formation (i.e., Chamber, Committee, Single judge formation), which constitutes an increase of 7 % in comparison with the previous year; 41,183 applications were decided upon, thus 16 % more compared with 2009; 1,499 judgments were delivered concerning 2,607 cases, an increase of 9 % compared with 2009; Particularly dramatic is the following fi gure: As of 31 December 2010, 139,650 cases were pending before a judicial formation (that is plus 17 % in comparison with 2009).
II. Individual Applications to the European Court of
Human Rights I have already mentioned that not only the member states may refer to the Court an alleged breach of the Convention and its 14 Protocols by another contracting party (Article 33 ECHR 4 ) but also -and above all -individuals, companies, NGOs and groups of individuals claiming to be the victim of a violation of their Convention rights by one of the member states are entitled to lodge applications to the Court under Article 34 of the ECHR. According
